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Response to Comment Letter T1 

Native American Heritage Commission 

July 17, 2017 

T1-1 The City of Escondido (City) acknowledges the 

comment as an introduction to comments that follow. 

This comment is included in the Final Environmental 

Impact Report (Final EIR) for review and 

consideration by the decision makers prior to a final 

decision on the Project. No further response in 

required because the comment does not raise an 

environmental issue.  

T1-2 The City conducted formal consultation only with 

those Native American entities that replied to the 

letters Brian F. Smith and Associates submitted to 

local listed Native American representatives. The City 

used the replies, or lack thereof, to respond to the 

following interested and responsive Native American 

groups: the San Luis Rey Band of Mission Indians and 

the San Pasqual Band of Mission Indians. 

Consultation with the San Luis Rey Band of Mission 

Indians took place at the City on June 15 and August 

9, 2017. Subsequently, consultation with the San 

Pasqual Band of Mission Indians took place at the 

City on August 16, 2017. 

T1-3 Mitigation Measure M-CR-1 will be revised to state 

that either the archaeologist or Native American 
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representative may temporarily stop grading in the 

event of a discovery. These clarifications to the EIR 

are presented in strikeout/underline format; refer to 

Section 2.6.5 of the EIR. The changes do not raise 

important new issues about significant effects on the 

environment. Such changes are insignificant as the 

term is used in Section 15088.5(b) of the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  

T1-4 The City does not have an explicit policy regarding the 

curation or repatriation of cultural materials recovered 

as part of a CEQA-related mitigation process. 

Therefore, Mitigation Measure M-CR-1(7) will be 

revised to state the following: “In the event of the 

discovery of human remains determined to be Native 

American, any artifacts associated with the burial will 

be repatriated with the human remains at the request of 

the most likely descendent. All other artifacts that may 

be encountered during grading and collected by the 

archaeologist will be curated at an approved facility 

unless the Native American representatives request that 

the artifacts be repatriated to the tribal representative.” 

These clarifications to the EIR are presented in 

strikeout/underline format; refer to Section 2.6.5 of the 

EIR. The changes do not raise important new issues 

about significant effects on the environment. Such 

changes are insignificant as the term is used in Section 

15088.5(b) of the CEQA Guidelines.  
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T1-5 Local Native American tribes have not identified any 

tribal cultural resources within the Project site. Should 

a discovery be made during grading that is interpreted 

by Native American representatives as a tribal cultural 

resource, the City will require the applicant to consider 

any measures beyond those stipulated by the 

consulting archaeologist to mitigate impacts to any 

significant resources identified by the tribal 

representatives as a tribal cultural resource. 

T1-6 The City notes that the comment provides factual 

background information and does not raise an 

environmental issue within the meaning of CEQA. No 

further response is required because the comment does 

not raise an environmental issue. The City will include 

the comment as part of the Final EIR for review and 

consideration by the decision makers prior to a final 

decision on the Project.  

T1-7 The City notes that the comment provides factual 

background information related to Assembly Bill 52, 

Senate Bill 18, and general Native American Heritage 

Commission recommendations and does not raise an 

environmental issue within the meaning of CEQA. 

Therefore, no further response is required. However, it 

should be noted that, through tribal consultation 

between the City and the San Luis Rey Band of 

Mission Indians under Assembly Bill 52, the applicant 

has agreed to excavate the prehistoric milling features 
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located on the Project site move to a location at the 

request of the tribe. This will be made a condition of 

the Project.  



Response to Comments 

October 2017 9993 

The Villages – Escondido Country Club Final EIR RTC-T1-5 



Response to Comments 

October 2017 9993 

The Villages – Escondido Country Club Final EIR RTC-T1-6 

INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK 


